If you go as a tourist, you may catch a glimpse of Italians at home,

but you won't be able to call them family. When you go to Italy
with YFU, you will live with an Italian family, experience their
community, and learn to call Italy home. Family life is so important
to ltalians that it is has become a stereotype. Warm and
affectionate with one another, Italian family members enjoy
spending time together. As you'll learn, meals are times to gather
with family and talk over the day.

Short Facts

Academic Programs: As a student in an Italian school, you will
attend the liceo (academic school), which may focus on art, science, or the classics. Placement in school, however,
is not based on your interests so you may find yourself studying subjects familiar to you or immersed in a brand
new subject. Whichever the case, you'll enjoy getting to know your fellow students and making friends. The school
day usually begins at 8:30 in the morning and ends around 1:00 in the afternoon when students go home for lunch
and spend the afternoon doing homework. Some schools require Saturday attendance. If you're interested in
sports, bear in mind that Italian schools don't offer sports as extracurricular activities. Most communities do offer a
chance to play sports through clubs.You will have an orientation in Rome, to learn more about the culture in which
you will live as well as travel to famous sites as an introduction to the history of this ancient and fascinating country.
Culture: Italy gave birth to the Renaissance, a period marked
by unparalleled activity in all aspects of culture islands are
also part of Italy. Italy's landscape is hilly and mountainous,
with the Alps to the north and the Apennines running down its
spine. In northern Italy, the weather tends to be cool and wet.
Nearer to the Mediterranean, Italy has hot summers and mild
winters.

Education: In Italy, school is compulsory for children ages six
to 14. From the ages of six through 11, children go to
elementary schools, from which they continue on to middle
schools. When they're finished with middle school, they can
choose to go on to a technical school, which lasts five years,
or they may opt to go to liceo (academic school).

As a student in an Italian school, you will attend the liceo,
which may focus on art, science, or the classics. Placement in
school, however, is not based on your interests so you may
find yourself studying subjects you love or immersed in a
brand new area of learning. Whichever is the case, you'l
enjoy this time at school getting to know your fellow students
and making friends.

The school day usually begins at 8:30 in the morning and
ends around 1:00 in the afternoon when children go home for
lunch. There is no school in the afternoon but there is
homework to do every day. Some students attend school on
Saturdays as well. If you're interested in sports, bear in mind
that Italian schools don't offer sports as extracurricular
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