ECUADOR

WELCOME TO ECUADO

Dear YFU Student:

Welcome to Ecuador

Warm greetings to you from the “Equator, the land in the middle of the world”.

We will make our best efforts to provide you with an enriching experience. Now, we want to share some basic
information with you.

Host Family:

Tu familia en Ecuador

Some foreign students have unreal expectations of living with Indian ethnic groups. This will not be
possible. The cultural and social conditions of these groups are usually very different from the
urban social environment. Moreover, the places where these groups live do not have schools that
satisfy the educational needs of an exchange student.

Y our host family will be the most important connection to the Ecuadorian culture, and also your main support during your exchange year. In Ecuador, and
in general in Latin-American, the relationship between the family membersiis stronger than in many other countries. So if you want to be part of that
family, you have to accept their rules and participate in their activities. Some families are very religious and conservative. Sometimes families are also
overprotective, especially with girls. So be sure to always ask for permission to go out or to invite friends.
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ECUADOR

Schools:

The Ecuadorian school system divides 11" and
12 grade students according to
specializations: usually mathematics, biology
and social sciences. Students do not choose
their own courses, but rather follow the
regular courses according to their
specialization. All schools use uniforms;
classes begin at 7:30am and finish at 1:30pm.
The regular school calendar is from
September to July. For students going to the
coastal region (Portoviejo, Santo Domingo and
Machala) classes are from April to January.
Summer students will be placed only in Quito,
thus you will not attend school.

During one month of the school year, students
placed in the highlands have the option of
participating in some type of volunteer work in
various foundations of Ecuador. This will be
announced at the arrival orientations and
students will be able to choose the type of
volunteer service they prefer. This takes
place usually during the month of June.
Students placed in the coastal region will do
the volunteer work in February or March,
instead of attending school (this is not
optional).

YFU will pay registration fees and tuition
fees, but will not pay for books,
transportation or any other materials such as
uniforms. This is the responsibility of each
student and may cost approximately US$ 200
for uniforms and books for the whole year.
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